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In the early stages of World War 1 some 800,000 German troops defied Belgian neutrality and

marched across the border. In August 1914 the bulk of the German army - some 800,000 troops -

defied Belgian neutrality and smashed across the border. Their orders were to invade France,

destroying any Belgian resistance in their path. The German commanders were to achieve this

within 6 weeks. What followed was the rape and massacre of hundreds of Belgian civilians. Scores

of villages were burned. The beautiful library at Louvain was left in ashes. Such crimes were not

arbitrary acts of drunken violence. They were planned and approved under the German military

code. In this extract from his book 1914: The Year the World Ended, historian Paul Ham shows how

the invasion of of Belgium set a brutal precedent for the Nazi occupation of Europe, 25 years later
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A very sad tale that very few people know about or have bothered to find out about. No wonder the

Belgians hate the Germans...

muy buen libro.



Very well written and a chilling story for history buffs.

I think these massacres are not widely known today outside those towns affected and people with

an interest in the war. At the time they were reported but many thought them to be propaganda.
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